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YALUMBA AND VIOGNIER TODAY
A challenging variety to grow, Viognier produces amazingly full-
flavoured wines with exotic flavours of musk, apricots, peaches and 
lychees - to name a few. Yalumba has the most significant Viognier 
resource in the Southern Hemisphere and has earned a reputation 
as a pioneer and specialist producer, with Viognier wines featuring 
throughout the Yalumba portfolio. 

Yalumba makes four Viognier white wines, the fresh and citrusy Y Series 
Viognier, and the Eden Valley Viognier which is made in an up-front 
style with immediate varietal expression. ‘The Virgilius’ is Yalumba’s 
‘super Viognier’, a benchmark wine utilizing grapes from the older 
vines with the ability to benefit from some bottle maturation, while the 
recently released Yalumba Hand Picked Botrytis Viognier combines the 
intense flavours of Viognier with the richness of botrytis. 

Yalumba drew on the winemaking traditions of the Rhône and features 
two Shiraz Viognier wines, in the style of Côte-Rôtie. The Hand-Picked 
Shiraz Viognier (usually 5-10% Viognier) was crafted to showcase 
Yalumba’s expertise with Viognier and the Barossa region’s hero red 
variety. Co-fermenting the two varieties adds an extra dimension to the 
palate and nose as well as an incredible brilliance of colour. 

Following that success, Yalumba released a Barossa Shiraz Viognier, here 
the Viognier adds a particularly lovely, sweet floral lift on the nose. 

Finally, Yalumba’s newest member of the Viognier family… 
the V de Vie. This distilled Eden Valley Viognier is a 
traditional ‘Eau de Vie’, or 'water of life'.
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EXTREMELY PROGRESSIVE 
Yalumba’s Viognier journey

Back in 1980, when Viognier was all but extinct in the world, Yalumba 
began an intriguing journey which now sees it as one of the most 
influential producers of the variety in the world. 

The original vine source material was imported into Australia from 
Montpellier in 1968 and in 1980 Yalumba planted 1.2 hectares on a 
vineyard in Eden Valley, marking the first significant planting of the 
variety in Australia. At the time Viognier was virtually unknown outside 
France. 

The slightly elevated slopes of Eden Valley, overlooking the Barossa, 
were considered an ideal site for Yalumba's first Viognier vines. 
Viognier’s subsequent success in this cool climate region saw their work 
with the variety grow from this initial block to 12 different parcels on 
five vineyards across the region. 

The journey continued into the late 1990s when Yalumba initiated 
discussions with other great Viognier makers around the world and 
took cuttings from their best vines to begin a clonal development 
program at the Yalumba Vine Nursery. These vines, from California and 
the Northern Rhône appellations of Condrieu and Côte Rôtie, have 
produced their first wines with the 2007 vintage. 

Yalumba's innovative work with the variety 
continues today with regular two-way 
dialogue, visits and tastings with the 
other renowned Viognier winemakers 
of the world.


